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Confidence With Patterned Fabric

As a Soft Furnisher, requests for Roman Blinds outstrip curtains
significantly.  There’s lots of reasons for this; they’re simple and clean by

design, take up a lot less room than curtains in our modern, space starved
homes, and use up a whole lot less fabric too. 

 
When you use less fabric you can afford to splash out a bit more money on
it and opt for a bolder choice with less fear of making an error, or tiring of

it. But in addition to this, when you dress a window with a Roman Blind you
also get to enjoy the fabric as a flat panel, showing the design in it’s full

glory rather than just catching elements of it between the folds of a curtain.
 The result being that, in my experience, people tend to be more

adventurous and embrace patterned fabric when it comes to making blinds.
 

If however you’re feeling hesitant, or have your heart set on a particular
pattern and want a little reassurance before you take the plunge, these are

my top five tips for using pattern on Roman Blinds. And there's lots of
advice in here too that you could apply to curtain and cushion making too.

F i v e  t i p s  f o r  u s i n g  p a t t e r n e d
f a b r i c  o n  R o m a n  B l i n d s
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Confidence With Patterned Fabric

This may sound a little obvious, but it’s so important. What room is your
blind for? How do you want to feel when you are in that room? 

 
In bedrooms we tend to want to feel relaxed and able to rest. But what does
that mean for you? For me it means I either need a large scale pattern in a

muted colourway or, possibly a very small scale pattern in a stronger colour.
But for you that might mean you want to feel a sense of escape – I’m

thinking coastal vibes or flowing botanical prints. 
 

Conversely when I stroll into the kitchen bleary eyed for that first cuppa in
the morning, or after working and my family need dinner quickly, I want to
feel invigorated, so colourful busy patterns are the order of the day for me.

 
 The key is to be honest with yourself about this and not be swayed by

fashion or whim.

1 .  T h i n k  R o o m  U s e
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Confidence With Patterned Fabric

Generally speaking a very small window will likely be more at ease with a blind
made from a fabric with a small to medium sized pattern, whereas a larger
window might be crying out for a larger scale pattern that packs a bit more

punch.  
However, that said there are tricks to be played here! If you have big windows

but know a large pattern will likely make you feel twitchy, adopt a smaller
pattern but maybe split the window up and have two blinds in place side by side
that you can have at differing heights to break it up a bit. And don’t forget you

can always play with scale a little, and trick the eye into thinking a small window
is a lot bigger by fixing a blind outside the recess and making it a fair bit taller
and wider than the recess itself. Also, why not consider ‘rail roading’ a striped

fabric and use it horizontally to draw the eyes sideways and give a sense of
increased dimension?

 
A really good way to get a greater understanding of the impact of scale is to
have a doodle. You don’t need to have  great artistic talent to get a feel really

quickly of how a pattern will look. Download my templates of windows of
varying size, grab a couple of pens & play about a bit. Print off fabric swatch
patterns, cut them out and stick them on.  You might be surprised what you

discover.

2 .  T h i n k  S c a l e
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Confidence With Patterned Fabric

Patterns can be categorised into various different types, and those categories
vary depending on which text book you follow. In fact this could be the topic of

a whole guide in it’s own right. However when it comes to using patterned fabric
for blinds  the most important pattern characteristic that I’ve found to have a
bearing on the finished blind (and how satisfied I am with it) is whether the

pattern is symmetrical or asymmetrical. 
 

Symmetrical patterns form a mirror image on either side from the centre. They
are often easier to work with, giving you a satisfying balanced looking blind.

Asymmetrical patterns will turn or lean one way. This can sometimes make it
tricky to decide where on the pattern the edges of the blind should fall and how

to cut it out. But also when the blind is hung it may feel like the pattern is
travelling and less balanced than a symmetrical one. Now this isn’t necessarily a
problem, unless of course you know that that sort of thing will drive you round
the twist. Which takes us back to the first tip again – be honest with yourself!   

 
It’s also worth taking a moment to look at the distribution of colour within the
pattern; is there a dominant colour? Is it evenly distributed? All these factors

will have a bearing on how the finished blind will look.

3 .  T h i n k  P a t t e r n  T y p e
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Confidence With Patterned Fabric

Now this is a bit of a tough one. In order to avoid a muddled confusion of
patterns and elements in a space, take some time to look about your room and
see what else you have going on already that your blind is going to need to sit

alongside. Or, if you’re lucky enough to be starting with a blank canvas take
some time to think where else within the room pattern is going to come in to

play. 
 

Although it might appear that some people can seemingly throw all manner of
patterns together in a room and it somehow just works, chances are there is an
underlying strategy in place, whether that be conscious or subconscious in it’s

application. Again, this could be a guide all of it’s own, but let’s just focus on one
simple approach to get you in the right frame of mind:

 
 Think of patterns as small, medium and large in their scale. The small one tends

to be understated and go unnoticed (in a good way), the medium one asserts
itself a little more, and the larger one is the show stopper.  If you have a balance

of all three in a space you will normally feel a sense of harmony rather than a
sense of things fighting for centre stage. This is why fabrics often come as part

of a collection – the designer has done that part of the process for you!

4 .  T h i n k  C o h e s i o n
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Confidence With Patterned Fabric

Always order a fabric sample, and if you're going for a fabric with a large pattern,
make the effort to pay for a large returnable sample to be sent to you, you'll be

pleased you did. You can’t make a decision based on a 20cm square of fabric
chopping through just a small part of a pattern.

 
Even if you've seen a small sample of it 'in the flesh' in a shop, it's always worth

either asking to take the fabric book home with you or ordering a larger
returnable sample that you can take and look at in your room setting, under

natural light conditions and alongside your furniture, flooring etc.
 

I would always suggest requesting an additional sample or two in other
colourways too - I often find I prefer one of the alternatives when they actually

arrive and look at them in the context of the rest of the room.

5 .  S a m p l e s ,  S a m p l e s ,  S a m p l e s
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SO THERE YOU HAVE IT, A FEW SIMPLE STEPS TO GO
THROUGH TO GIVE YOU FULL CONFIDENCE IN YOUR CHOICE

OF PATTERNED FABRIC BEFORE YOU TAKE THE PLUNGE.
 


